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in giving earnest consideration to the proposals made on
behalf of the British Government in the statements of May 16
and June 16 and have considered the correspondence in
regard to them between the Congress President and the
members of the Cabinet Delegation and the Viceroy.
The Committee have examined both these sets of proposals
from the point of view of the Congress objective of immediate
independence and the opening out of the avenues leading to
the rapid advance of the masses, economically and socially,
so that their material standards may be raised and poverty,
malnutrition, famine and the lack of the necessaries of life
may be ended and all the people of the country may have the
freedom and opportunity to grow and develop according to
their genius.
These proposals fall short of these objectives. Yet the
Committee considered them dispassionately in all their
aspects because of their desire to find some way for the peace-
ful settlement of India's problem and the ending of the
conflict between India and England.
The kind of independence Congress has aimed at is the
establishment of a united* democratic Indian federation, with
a central authority, which would command respect from the
nations of the world, maximum provincial autonomy, and
equal rights for all men and women in the country. The
limitation of the central authority as contained in the
proposals, as well as the system of grouping of provinces,
weakens the whole structure and was unfair to some provin-
ces such as-the N.-WJF. Province and Assam, and to some of
the minorities, notably the Sikhs.
The Committee disapproved of this. They felt, however,
that, taking the proposals as a whole, there was sufficient scope
for enlarging and strengthening the central authority and
for fully ensuring the right of a province to act according to
its choice in regard to grouping, and to give protection to
such minorities as might otherwise be placed at a disadvantage.
Certain other objections were also raised on their behalf,
notably the possibility of non-nationals taking any part in the
constitution-making. It is clear that it would be a breach of
both the letter and spirit of the statement of May 16 if any
non-Indian participated in voting or stands for election to
the constituent assembly*